THE WORLD TODAY
REVISION SHEET 
development 
M(E)DCs, L(E)DCs, 
developing/ developed countries / Third World / Third World countries 
under-developped / under-development 
NICs (Newly Industrialized Countries) : South Korea, Taïwan, Singapore, Hong Kong
the four "baby tigers" : Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietnam are following the same industrialization and export-led development strategies. 

superpower

natural resources 
raw materials 
agricultural commodities 
manufactured products 
finished and semi-finished goods 

primary industries (the agricultural sector) / farming 

secondary industries (the manufacturing sector) / industries / heavy industries / steelmakers / shipbuilding / textile industries / high-tech industries / electronics / low-tech industries 
a plant / a factory 

tertiary industries (the service sector) 

core (the Core area) / periphery 
Human Development Index (Life expectancy, adult literacy and schooling, GDP per capita) 
Physical Quality of Life Index (Infant mortality rate, life expectancy, literacy) 

birth / death rate - natural increase rate (difference between birth rate and death rate)
Demographic Transition
fertility rate / a decline in the fertility rate 
mortality reduction / improved hygiene / access to better healthcare / access to safe water 
age-sex pyramid 
birth control / population control 
population policy

Gross Domestic / National Product (per capita) 
to live in poverty, to face food insecurity 
food security 

to be self sufficient
illiteracy, malnutrition 

globalization / benefits and drawbacks of globalization 

to be beneficial / detrimental to 

TNCs (transnational corporations) / a TNC is a large business organisation which operates and has ownership of assets in more than one country / a TNC's home country 
MNC (multinational corporation) 
to gain access to a market 
free trade / trade barriers / to lower or to eliminate trade barriers 
free market 
capitalism 
to delocalize / delocalization 

unemployment (for example, NAFTA led to massive job losses in the automotive industry as jobs went from the US to Mexico) 

workforce / a skilled or unskilled worforce / skilled or unskilled workers / skilled or unskilled labour 

imports / exports / balance of trade (positive or negative) 

inputs / outputs 
private / public sector 
research and development 
economic growth 
to invest / investment 
competitiveness / competitors 
to reduce the debt burden / to cancel the debt or to write off the debt / heavily indebted countries / aid 
public spending / to cut public spending 
SAPs : Structural Adjustment Programs ( SAPs usually mean cutting public spending)
to promote economic development 

regional or economic disparities
global trade / financial flows / to attract foreign investment (lower tax rates or environmental standards, cheap labour) 
WTO : World Trade Organisation 
IMF : International Monetary Fund 
World Bank (Provides money for development programs)
United Nations (called "the UN")

transnational organizations 
regional organizations 
supranationalism 
NAFTA : North American Free Trade Agreement
EU : European Union
ASEAN : Association of Southeast Asian Nations
AFTA : ASEAN Free Trade Area
OPEC ( Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries) 

international migrations / refugees / displaced people / migrants / voluntary or unvoluntary migrations 
host countries 
Net migration : difference between the number of persons entering a geographic area (immigrants) and those leaving (emigrants) 

cultural region / area 
the "clash of civilizations" (Samuel Huntington) 
americanization / westernization / "one big McWorld" / American Way of Life 
anti-globalization movement
cultural identity / loss of identity 
the West, Islamic countries 
Christians, muslims, jews 

regions of the world : Subsaharan Africa, Latin America, Central America, South America, Caribbean countries (The Caribbean), Middle East, South East Asia, East Asia, the Pacific rim, Western / eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union... 

