Lienert Alice                                           



                         This short story may be intimidating because of its title or because of its academic reputation which may urge you to put it away in your cupboard. Maybe the first lines you read will leave you indifferent that’s why you may decide to give up reading. But let me tell you that if you do this, you will lose an occasion to discover a short story mixing  comic with philosophy.

                      Indeed, the author, Raymond Carver portrays a story in which many in today’s society can relate. The narrator relates the story of a man who has a lot of prejudices about blindness and blind people. At the beginning, the narrator is jealous and cynical. He tells the reader on a conversational tone that a blind friend of his wife is coming to visit them.  He is really irritated by the blind man’s presence. But contrarily to what you think the meeting with this blind man will change his life and open his eyes.
Obviously you could be surprised by some of the characters’ reasoning and that’s where the major attraction of the short story.
                   Let’s first focus on characters.

Thanks to the internal point of view, you will have access to the character’s feelings and states of minds. The main character is the narrator.  First of all he’s described as a jealous and rude husband who doesn’t make any effort to be friendly and his wife is irritated because of his behaviour.  Then one night, he has an experience which helps him to change his point of view about handicapped persons. In fact the blind man, who symbolises a philosopher, asks to him to draw a cathedral, with his eyes closed and so to look inside of himself. This experience reveals him that he was blind and needed to look inside of himself and be helped. The short story ends with a sublime sentence: I quote:  “it’s really something “.

 The other main character in the story is the blind man: he makes the short story interesting and philosophical and some of you could like his serenity. 
Robert symbolises Socrates. Some of you will like his way of being quiet and serene in spite of the slanders he hears. He also takes the narrator out of his ignorance.
The third character is the narrator’s wife: she is also unnamed and plays a secondary role in the action of the story, since she falls asleep while her husband and Robert are talking. Readers are given some of the wife’s background, learning that she was married before and has committed suicide.

    The Readers don’t think that the narrator uses scientific vocabulary!  

In this short story you will find philosophical themes. 

First, Carver highlights the ways in which Platonic thinking continues to influence conceptions of how people participate with language. In fact you will have access to the theme of the intellectual beauty.  With the use of some phrases which are sometimes erotic you will take pleasure to read this short story. There’s also the theme of the cave myth. As a philosopher, the blind man plays the role of the teacher and the narrator symbolizes in the story a child who needs to be helped to see better and to be enlightened. That’s why it’s important to read this short story and it’s maybe the occasion for you to discover philosophy in another form.
If I you don’t believe what I’ve just said I sincerely invite you just to try to read the beginning and you will see that to read “Raymond carver “ is like to discover another world different  from what you could imagine .

When all is said and done, I just want to finish with some words: READING A BOOK IS READING SOMETHING WRITTEN ON A SHEET OF PAPER BUT READING A BOOK BY RAYMOND CARVER IS BEING  IN SEARCH OF PLEASURE TO READ AND TO TRAVEL IN AN UNKNOWN WORLD  .  IT’S REALLY SOMETHING!!!!!!!
So, dear teenagers I wish you a good reading which will not disappoint you!
