Economic growth, crisis and globalization 

– The industrial era – fiche n°1
Introduction: excerpt from There will be blood. Paul Thomas Anderson. 2007 (41.16 (44.5 ) 
Plot summary: In the early years of the 20th century, Daniel Plainview is an oil prospector. He works hard but he also takes advantage of those around him at their expense if need be. His business partner is his son H.W., who in reality he "acquired" when H.W.'s biological single father, who worked on one of Daniel's rigs, got killed in a workplace accident. Based on information sold to him by Paul Sunday, he travels to Little Boston, California to convince the locals, starting with the Sunday family itself, to sell him their lands, so he can start digging for oil. 

Useful vocabulary: 
“To see about this land”: pour visiter cette region

“I daresay”: j’ose dire 

An oilman : terme qui désigne tout à la fois un prospecteur et un entrepreneur dans l’industrie du pétrole (oil)

“i have numerous concerns spread across this state”: j’ai de nombreux intérêts un peu partout dans cet Etat

A well : un puit

A barrel : un baril (ici « a barrel » est utilisé comme une unité de comptage pour indiquer ce que produit un puit de pétrole chaque jour). 

“just good old-fashioned plain speaking” : un bon vieux franc-parler

“an ever so much rewarding life for them”: une vie tellement plus enrichissante pour eux

To strive for something: s’efforcer de 

To flourish: prospérer

Questions:

· How is Daniel Plainview presenting himself? (professionally speaking of course but also personally)

· What is he promising to these people? 

· What can we guess about the little community of Little Boston, thanks to this excerpt? 

· While we hear the speech of Daniel Plainview, what can we see on the screen? What was, in your opinion, the intention of the director in showing things that way in his movie?
· Write in short (3-4 lines) how you imagine things are going after the speech of Daniel Plainview. 

